INLD\DTATE CONMERCE COFQISu m
REPORT

~ Docket fo. AB-52 (Sub-No. 24) . .

W, MESERVE AND BENJAMIN H. LACY, TRUSTEES LA
BOSTON 4ND MAINE CORPORATION, DEETCR- DISCONTIN UANCE™
BE;WEEN (GROTON AND TOWNSEND, MA :

Docket No. AB-}J (Sub-No. 25)

E AND BENJAMIN E. LACY, TRUS
GORPORATION, DE3TOR- ABANDONVE?
SALEM AND DERWY NH

3

te milepost B 46.85 in Townsend, Worcester Couhtyf MA

'6 in the‘-own of Salem to. m’

; x ffi  (MRR) In Ordér'RC$»

L Héorganiﬂaﬁioﬁ court dzrectea us to report,&_
‘by March @, 1983, purs¢ant t6 11 U.8. C.f1170{3)x

commend that the Court authorize discc. :nuance and

abar, nment.

The aP“enVllle Branch is owned by the Massachusetts Day
pe tetion . Autnor*ty and operated by B&M under easement.




Docket lig. AB=32 (3ub=ko. ., et
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b&M aprlications are hendled urier our precvdures in Subpart
E of 49 C.F.x. 152, Under theen prucedures, BEM is not reguired
tOybrefile a system disgram nap or comply with rublishing and

Losting requirements, B&M certified that it served copies of the

N

rplicutions on apprcpriate State offioials and agencies. B&M is

not reguired to file environmental infermetion, because section

'S of MRR exempts B&M abe-lcnments from the National
EZnvironmental Policy Act of 1969.

Under 11 U.8.C. 1170(a), the Court may authorize the

discontinuance anrd abandonment :< trey sre deterzined to bhe in
the best interest of B&M's estate or essential "ne formation
¢ a recrganization plar and are corzistent wi<r the rublic

interest.
PUBLIC INTEREST
Discontinuance over the described segment between Groton and
,ZTawnaend, MA anc abandonment of the described gegment between
,Salem and Derry, NH would not unduly or adversely affect the

public interest. Retween January and October, 1981, B&M

,oﬁérated the segment between Groton and Townsend at a loss of

$17,267. Operations were embargoed on October 21, 1981. Ihe

line is maintained below minimum Federal Railroad Administr ion

(FRA) Class I Standards. B&M estirates that the cost to restore

the line to meet FRA Class I Standards is $6C3%,292,

In 1976, B&M handled 495 carloads on the line. 1In 1981,

raffic declined to 186 carloads The bulk of the traffic was

al.

i




Docket llo. £B-32 (Sub-lo. 24, et al.
generated by twe companies in Townegend, I'4: Bates Corregated Fox
Company (Bates), & box ranufacturer, =nd Sterlite Cerp,

y

(Sterlite), & pizstics manufacturer. Sterlite cpened a rlar

-« 4
ab

another locaticn and diverted much of Its rell traffic fror. the
lire. The remeining bullk resin traffic fc 'merly received =t
Sterlite's Townsend plant is now hendled through a rlastics
transfer operation at Fitchway, Ma.

Bates now uses trucks for slitpments from ite Townsend
plant. It receives inbound rail shipments at B&4V s transfer
facilities at lashua, NH, and tales edvantuge of a delivery

allowance [lrom B&! for hauling shipments tc its plant. The

delivery allowance is published in Iter 15 of Eio rreight Tariff
o o175-E,
Pricr to the embargo, E&l alsc served twe feed dealerg in

eaier received rail shipments at zlternate

[oN

Townsend. lleithler

\C
(€}

stations in 1682

Alternate raill service is available at B&M's public delivery.
facllities at .yer, MA, a dtstance of approximately 10 highway
miles from the line. Adequate motor carrier service 1s also

avallable 1n the area.

For the pas: 5 years B&M nas not conducted operations cn the

regment between Salerm and Lerry, NH. lio traflfic lias been Landlied

(s

B&IT embargoed tne

¢}

for customers on the line &t other loceations.

line or liovember 1C, 1960. The line :s velow FRE Class I

cost to restore the line to Class I

-

Standards, B&M estimates 1 =

andards at $305,864,
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Docitet llo. AE=32 Sub-lic. 26, et al

will continue tc serve customers on tie reainaer of the
tc Lawrencs FEranch.
ENEFITS 70 ESTATE

i dd

Stac™-  B&M would no longer be oblige<ed to incur

i maintenance of these lines. lior
red to continue unprofiteble wreravions. It

jould also be able to dispose of tlie rail property and use the

r\;- -‘rv'v—/w--w(xr

LI R R W

r ~w e v T e “, heg o LR
Le Faillwey Labor Executives

i

v

Trensportetion Union request that we mpose tle employee

protective cencitions prescribed in Oregon Short Line E. Co.

Absidenment, 360 I.C.C. $1 (1976}, with modific cations, Zn beth
‘,bceédings. Uncer the !'RR, the Court rather .. an the Commigsion
S reéponsiﬁle Jor o imposling employee protecticn conditions should
s approve the disconuinuance and abtandonment. Thus we need not
er this matter further.

RECOMMEMNDATICNS
we recommend that E&M be authcrized to Ziscontinue
tions between Greton and Townsend, !4 and shandor its Line

Salem and Derry, NH.

If 2 financially responsible person oifers te purchase
pertion of the line between Szler and Derry, LE, fol
o continuation of raill service by the date the Court considers the

7’

gbandonment petition in AE-32 (fub-lic. 25,, tie Court sihoula
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Docket No. AB-32 (Sub-No. 2L), et al,
postpone the effective date of the azhandonment for a reasorshle

‘time to persit negotiations.

3. The Court should require B&K's Trustees to keep intact
the track anéd facilities of the portion of the line between Salenm
and Derry, NE, subject to an offer to purchase for continuation
of rail service. The Trustees should bte sathorized to dispose of
portions of this line not subject to an offer to purchase for

continuation of rail service.

Ly the Commission, Chairman Taylor, Vice Chairman Sterrett,
Commissioners Andre, Simmons, and Gradison. Commissioner Simmons

did not participate. A N 7
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e BOStON & Maine Corporation
~trtibde Proposed Abandonment
s — Highways
BOSTON & MAINE CORPORATION
» 1/
e PROPOSED ABANDONMENT OF LINE
[

v BE TWEEN

YT B A GG ANDY  TA v r
GHOTON, MASS AND TOWN B

MP-B. 41.10 toc MP-B. 46.




